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Take notes, don't write everything.

National History Day in Wisconsin

THE PROCESS PAPER

What is it?

A process paper is a description of no more than 500 words explaining how you cted your

and created your eniry. Most stu 0 the pri paper towards the end of their
'N'Hﬂ'm%mey have completed their research and begun construction of their project.

Why is it important?

The process paper is important because it gives your judges a better idea of how you went about creatin
Four project. Maybe you had a unigue rMexperienmsmmﬂm

OpIc. Y our process paper gives you a chance to explain this to your judges.

Who has to write a process paper?

MHD reqguires that there is_ane process paper for each entry in the exhibit, documentary, performance,
and website categories Paper students Iﬂo not have 1o _wnia process papers. If you are working in a
group, you only need one process paper Ferenlrx. Make sure that group process papers are written from
the pefspective of all group members and contain words like "we" and "our” since you all did the work for
the project.

What do | need to know before | begin writing my process paper?
Since the process paper, by definition, descrbes the process you went through to do your research and
create your entry, you have to be far enough along in your project fo:

Know your specific topic and how it relates to the annual theme.

Know your thesis,

Have most of your research done.

Have the overall idea of what your project will look like.

What's in it?

Your process paper should consist of four sections, as described below. The process paper can be
written in & narrative style, incorporatiig &l of The Totowing sections, or it can be in question and answer
format, with a descriptive paragraph to answer each guestion.

How did conduct your research? The second section should explain how you conducted your
research.

How did you select your presentation category and create your project? The third section should
gxplain how you selected your presentation category and created your project.

How does your project relate to the theme? The fourth section should explain how your project
relates to the theme. Thispa 15 often the most important part of your process paper.
It gives you a chance to not only explain the relationship of your topic to the NHD theme, but also
reiterate your argument or thesis. Why is your topic significant in history? Make sure that your
theme connection and thesis are clearin your project itself, as well as in your process paper,

8 How did you choose yourtopic? The first section should explain how you chose your topic.

Can | see some samples?
You can find sample process papers on the national NHD website,_wsow nhd org/ProcessPapers him

Any other hints?

The process paper doesn't need to be as formal as your NHD project itself. It's okay to write in first
person and use words like "I" and "we" when talking about your project. You should be careful, however,
to not be too infarmal. Using slang is never appropriate. Using proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling
15 also a must. Your process paper is one of the few things the judges get to take with them after they are
done viewing your project. Leave them with a good impression!



Process Paper Requirements
(Notes from class)
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ou could re-write the question as a statement also.
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No more than 500 words Chbxﬂ
Answer these questions in a paragraph each, in this order;
How did you choose your topic?
How did you conduct your research?
How did you select category and then make your project entry?
How does your project related to the NHD theme?

Annotated Bibliography:

Add to your “skeleton bibliography, but separate Primary and Secondary
Sources in to two sections.
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